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Come Schooling before you go Competing! 

 XC schooling—well-built and varied fences 2ft—BE100, including 

waters, banks, ditches, steps 

 Ideal confidence giving for young or inexperienced horses, novice or 
young riders, or just to get your horse going after time away from XC! 

 Jump 4 Joy Show Jumps on grass 

 60m x 40m outdoor school for RC/PC Rallies 

 Dressage whiteboards on grass 
 

For bookings and further details: 

Tel: 01793 731202 or 07765 92 42 52 
 

Rabson Manor 
Winterbourne Bassett 

Swindon 

Wiltshire     SN4 9QF 
www.rabsonmanor.co.uk 

RABSON MANOR 
BHS Approved Facility 

Please support our  

advertisers who have so 

kindly supported us! 

So what is BHADS? 
 

We are the Broad Hinton Amateur Dramatic Society, formed to produce 

entertainment for the local community (and ourselves). We welcome, and are 

always ready to include anyone who is interested in taking part in any way, 

be it on or off stage.  Please contact one of the following: 

 

Mark Miller   731231 

Sally Cartwright  731050 

Alex LaRoche  731850 

Nick Moakes  731241 

Marilyn Martin  731521 

Chris O’Neill   731365 

 

BHADS Costumes 

As many of you know, BHADS has built up quite a collection of costumes 

over the years.   These costumes are now available to hire at £10 a time.   

The best way to hire a costume is to contact Sally Cartwright in the first 

instance by email to find out if we have what you need, and to arrange a time 

to try out costumes. 

Email address: sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk or 01793 731050. 

Think of us next time you are invited to a fancy dress bash! 

http://www.rabsonmanor.co.uk/


Music 
 
LISTEN VERY CAREFULLY............. 
 
We have the rare privilege of having had Roy Oakshott (ex BBC music 
expert) as our music consultant during this production. As a result, all of our 
music (apart from the 'Allo 'Allo and cinema themes) are original 
soundtracks of the period, favourites such as 'Boum', 'Sa Prefere', 'Swing 
Valse'.  
 
See if you can spot the Nazi Propaganda song during the interval!  
 
Thank you Roy. 
 
 

About the Play 
 

The action takes place in and around Cafe Rene in occupied France during 

the Second World War. Rene Artois and his wife Edith own the Cafe and are 

keeping a priceless portrait  of ‘The Fallen Madonna with the Big Boobies’ by 

Van Klompt hidden in a Knockwurst sausage in their cellar, along with two 

British airmen, who the French Resistance continually try to repatriate. The 

Germans think that Rene is hiding the priceless painting for them.  Many mix 

ups with various sausages, non-French speaking French Policeman, the 

Resistance, romantic affairs, various disguises and keeping the Germans 

happy, keep Rene and staff on their toes.  

‘Allo Allo’ on the BBC 

 

The original ‘Allo Allo’ was a BBC sitcom 

which aired from 1982 to 1992.  There were 

eighty five episodes in nine series.  

Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft  (who also 

wrote the theme music) wrote the first 6 

series of Allo Allo together with the 

remaining series written by Lloyd and Paul 

Adam. 

The story, set in a small town café in Nazi occupied France during World 

War II, was intended to parody other films and shows about war time, 

particularly Secret Army, (written by Croft) rather than to make fun of the 

war itself.  



David Croft 

Born into show business in 1922, the son of actors, 

Croft made an early start on the stage, but moved into 

theatrical writing after leaving the army in 1947. His five 

years in the army in England, Africa, India and 

Singapore gave him plenty of material for his later 

successful army/war based comedies.  Early on his 

writing included scripts for pantomimes and adaptations of Beatrix Potter 

stories. At the beginning of independent television in the mid to late 1950’s 

he worked for a variety of organisations including Tyne Tees Television, 

before moving the BBC.   There he produced and sometimes directed many 

successful comedies including, ‘The Benny Hill Show’, ‘Steptoe and Son’, 

‘Hugh and I’, ‘Up Pompeii’ and ‘Beggar my Neighbour’.   

Joining forces with Jimmy Perry whom he met on ‘Beggar my Neighbour’, the 

pair went on to write ‘Dad’s Army’, ‘It Ain’t Half Hot Mum’, ‘Hi-De-Hi’, and 

‘You Rang M’Lord’.  ‘Dad’s Army’ has been particularly successful, still being 

shown on TV, some 40 years after its original transmission.  

Together with Jeremy Lloyd, Croft began a second successful writing 

partnership which created, ‘Are You Being Served?’, ‘Allo Allo’, ‘Grace and 

Favour’, ‘Come Back Mrs Noah’ and ‘Oh Happy Band’.  

Croft was awarded the OBE in 1978 and died in 2011.  

 

Jeremy Lloyd 

Lloyd was born in 1930 and started his career as a suit 

salesman in Piccadilly.  His career as a writer began in 

1958, before appearing in films and TV comedies during 

the 1960s and 1970s. He had a short lived marriage to 

Joanna Lumley in 1970.  His first major success as a writer 

was with ‘Are You Being Served?’ in 1972 which he wrote 

with David Croft, drawing on his early career in Simpsons of Piccadilly for 

many of the characters. He and Croft then went on to write ‘Allo Allo’ and 

several other shows.  

Lloyd was award the OBE in 2012, and died in 2014. 

The Writers Resistance 

Thousands in Occupied France chose to resist the Germans and 
Italians.  Peaceful resistance included ‘go slows’ at work, bureaucratic 
obstruction, and the hiding of Jews. Resistance early in the war by 
those living under occupation was by small unconnected groups.  
Later in the war more organised active Resistance was supported by 
the British SOE (Special Operations Executive) and attempted to 
disrupt the enemy’s communication, assist fugitives like Allied airmen, 
punish collaborators, and make small acts of sabotage such as 
happened on the French railways.  Agents from the SOE included 
women like Pearl Witherington (see below).  Some of the French 
chose to take up arms against their occupiers. These Resistance 
leaders were pursued relentlessly by the Nazis.  If captured they faced 
certain death with executions widely publicised to frighten the 
population into submission.  

 

Pearl Witherington  

Pearl worked for the SOE, and was one of 39 female 
agents who parachuted into France to help the 
Resistance.  Born in 1914 in Paris to English 
parents, Pearl managed or organise the escape of 
her family to England 1941 after the occupation.  
Frustrated with pen-pushing work in the WAAF, she 
presented herself to the SOE asking for a job.  After 
just a few weeks of training she was dropped into 
France in 1943 with the cover of working as a representative of a 
cosmetics company.  She worked for 8 months as a courier delivering 
coded messages to radio operators.  Her greatest challenge came 
when the leader of her SOE network was captured and she found 
herself in charge of 1500 resistance fighters known as the ‘Wrestler’ 
network.  She and future husband Henri Cornoiley managed the 
‘Wrestler’ network as it disrupted the Germans, blowing up 800 
stretches of railway lines and supply routes.  Such was her success 
that the Germans put a one million franc bounty on her head.   

Pearl and Henri escaped to England in 1944 and married the following 
month.  Witherington’s name was put forward for a Military Cross but 
women were not eligible for the medal and she never received it.  In 
1945 she received a military MBE after refusing a civilian one.  As 
recently as 2004 further recognition came in the form of a CBE from 
the Queen in Paris, and finally Parachute Wings came in 2006. 

Pearl died aged 93 in 2008. 



Collaboration 

In July 1940 Nazi forces occupied the Northern half of the country 
and the Atlantic seaboard, and the Vichy regime was established in 
unoccupied southern France. The Vichy regime was effectively a 
state collaboration with the occupying force, and between 1940 and 
1944 it oversaw 650,000 civilian workers being deported to work in 
Germany and 76,000 Jews being sent to Nazi camps including 
Auschwitz.  Such state collaboration was perhaps informed by the 
view that Hitler would defeat England, win the war, and that a new 
German and Nazi order would prevail in Europe.  The Vichy regime 
therefore needed to get the best deal possible for France and some 
collaboration was a requirement in the negotiation process.  This 
attitude certainly existed in 1940 and 1941, but after the entry of the 
USA into the war and the occupation of all of France in 1942, there 
were significant signs of public discontent with the occupation and 
Vichy regime, with many demonstrations of French nationalism as 
called for by the Resistance movements. 

One view of the actions of the ordinary French (rather than those 
actively engaged in collaboration or resistance) summarises that 
their compliance with, and lack of opposition to, the Vichy regime 
amounted to collaboration by default.  Fresh from the shock of 
defeat, with more concern for the difficulties of everyday life than 
politics, and with more anti-Allied than anti-German feelings, 
particularly after allied bombing, there was a general agreement 
amongst the French that whilst they were desperate to be rid of the 
German occupying forces, they did not want to use violence to do 
so. Support for collaboration, or as others call it ‘accommodation’, 
was not continuous, coherent or committed from all people.  Most 
believed that collaboration was an expedient measure.  They were 
not confident of an English victory, therefore, if collaboration could 
win concessions for France then why not? A lot of French simply 
wanted to ‘get through it all’. 

Various levels of collaboration existed, from those involved in Vichy 
regime, to the denunciation of friends and neighbours to the German 
forces as enemies of the Nazis, to the everyday doing of small jobs 
for the Nazi forces in return for gifts of food or other commodities, 
such as we see mentioned in this show. 

 

Collaboration and Resistance  

ACT 1 

   Scene 1:   Rene’s Cafe 

   Scene 2:   The Larder 

   Scene 3:   Colonel’s Office 

   Scene 4:   Flick’s Quarters 

   Scene 5:   Rene’s Cafe  

   Scene 6:   Side room 

   Scene 7:   Rene’s Cafe 
 

 

     INTERVAL 

 

ACT 2 

   Scene 1:  Rene’s Cafe 

   Scene 2:   The General’s Office 

   Scene 3:  Flick’s Quarters 

   Scene 4:  Colonel’s Office 

   Scene 5:  Rene’s and Edith’s bedroom 

   Scene 6:   Cinema 

   Scene 7:  Rene’s Cafe 

   Scene 8:   The Larder 

   Scene 9:  Rene’s Cafe 

Please turn off your mobile phone.  

Some scenes in this play could be considered 

unsuitable for under 12’s 



 

René Artois        Nick Moakes 

Edith (Renés wife)       Christine Lawrence 

Yvette Carte-Blanche (Waitress)    Alex LaRoche 

Michelle Dubois (Resistance Leader)    Kate Marshall 

Mimi Labonq (Waitress)      Sarah Kromer 

Colonel Kurt Von Strohm (German Officer)  Mark Miller 

Helga Geerhart (German Private)    Karolina Bailey 

Captain Alberto Bertorelli (Italian Officer)   Jerry Marshall 

Herr Otto Flick (Gestapo Officer)    Ian Fleming 

Police Officer Crabtree (English Spy)   Mike Hill 

Lieutenant Hubert Gruber (German Officer)  Paul Thomas 

Monsieur Roger Leclerc      George Horton 

General Ludwig Von Schmelling (German Officer) David Nichols 

 

Other Parts 
 

Piano Player and Voice of Swedish Film Narrator Roy Oakshott 

German Soldier and Voice of London Controller  Rod Palfrey 

German Soldier and Hitler’s Driver    Jon Candy 

French Tarts, English Airmen and Resistance  Jane Foster 

         Caroline Fleming 

French Peasants Female     Libby New 

         Janine Jephson 

         Caroline Fleming 

French Peasants Male      Will McLeod 

         Richard King  

THE CAST 

In order of appearance 

THE PRODUCTION TEAM 

 

Director     Alex LaRoche 

Assistant Director    Andrew Simmonds 

Stage Manager    Dave Eagle 

Prompt     Janine Jephson 

Set Design     Alex LaRoche 

Set Construction    Dave Eagle  

      Chris O’Neill 

Scenery Decoration   Alex LaRoche 

      Jane Foster 

      Phil Allinson-James 

Sound     Steve Cutler 

Music Consultant    Roy Oakshott 

Lighting     Mark Cooper  

      Andrew Simmonds 

Wardrobe     Sally Cartwright  

      Mary Hudson 

Stage Crew     Phil Allinson-James  

      Richard King 

Properties     Dave Eagle 

      Alex LaRoche  

      Nick Moakes 

Choreography    Christine Lawrence 

Make up     Jenni Moseling 

      Sally Cartwright 

Programme     Liz Moakes 

Photography    Roger Milburn 

Front of House    Marilyn & Geoff Martin, Helen Miller 

      Des & Jenny Clarke, Bridget Cooper 

      Barry & Mary Hudson, Liz Moakes 


