
BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Broad Hinton Village Hall, Broad Hinton, Monday 4 November 2019 

MINUTES 
 

 
Councillors  Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman) 
Present  Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Candace Gaisford (CG) 
   Ray Smyth (RS) 
   Howard Witt (HW 
   Jane Davies (JD) (Wiltshire Council) 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the Meeting with no absentees. The Meeting was declared 
quorate. 
There were no declarations of interest. 
The Chairman welcomed PB as the new Clerk.  The Meeting asked that a special vote of thanks 
be given to Marilyn Martin for stepping in at short notice. 
 
2.  Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Monday 2 September 2019 
The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
 
3.  Matters Arising 
a.  CG raised the matter of the Balancing Pond behind Pitchens End.  It is in poor repair and 
needs maintenance.  She was unable to find anyone who agreed ownership.  Both Thames 
Water and the adjacent landowner deny ownership.  CG has asked Richard Williams of 
Wiltshire if he can throw any light on the matter. 
RS introduced the problem of Safety, especially with children, if something were to occur and no 
one claimed ownership. 
JD suggested a letter to Richard Williams the Drainage Engineer of Wiltshire Council, or WALC 
AL recommended enquiring of the Land Registry to discover who owns it. 
CG agreed to look into both       Action:  CG 
 
b.  AL wished to congratulate the Crown on a spectacular firework display. 
 
4.  Finance Update 
PC Bank Account Balances as at 3 November 2019 
Treasurer’s Account:  £495.40 
Business Account:  £12,215.78 
Transparency Fund:  £241.35 
Payments over £100 since the last Meeting: 
Clerks Salary September £250.00 
Clerks Salary October  £250.00 
 
 
PB explained the new Spreadsheet that he was introducing to ensure the account matched the 
Bank Statement more accurately.  In particular the Deposit Account was now more transparent 
and it was possible to see where the funds lay. 



 
AS enquired as to whether the Defib Account was properly set up and that each year we were 
indeed accruing £1,000 towards the eventual replacement of the two Defibs.  It seemed that 
there should be up to four years of the accrued annual sum of £1,000/year in that section of the 
account.  PB stated that he was uncertain if this aspect was entirely correct and asked that he 
and AS get together to straighten this out.     Action:  AS & PB 
 
AS enquired as to whether the correct PAYE system had been in use over the past years.  PB 
was able to reassure him following conversations with HMRC. 
 
AS was also concerned that we might still appear to be holding a large amount of cash in 
Deposit without any particular reason. AL stated we had already minuted an explanation of 
expenditure in last year’s meeting.  PB stated that the process of re-casting the way the Account 
was set out would provide more information which hopefully would ensure this aspect was 
clearer. 
AL provided a list of a list of items for which the Council was responsible or under consideration 
for expenditure which JG had already compiled and JG agreed to furnish the Meeting with the 
list.                                               Action:  JG (completed) 
 
Budget Approval.  RS stated that he was concerned that he was being asked to approve 
expenditure without any real explanation.  Were we happy that our system of approvals was 
water tight and that the necessary controls were in place? He asked that where payment was 
requested for a large sum this be accompanied by a reference to this in the Minutes of an earlier 
meeting.  For example, why were we paying for the use of the Village Hall?  AL stated that the 
current system of allowing expenditure of sums under £100 seemed reasonable, but it was 
agreed that this should be kept under review. RS also asked about the donations to the two 
churches.  It was explained that this was given to assist in the upkeep of the fabric of the 
churches. AL explained we review all donations yearly. 
 
5.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of Planning decisions since the last meeting.  These are given 
below: 
19/05094/FUL. and 19/05513/LBC. 142 High Street, Broad Hinton. Full Planning Application 
and Listed Building consent for new external window, roof light and internal renovations 
including walls. No objections. Agreed by Wilts with conditions. 
19/07588/FUL. The Winterbourne, Winterbourne Bassett. Full Planning Application for the 
installation of a community playground in the gardens of The Winterbourne Public House. No 
objections. Agreed by Wilts with conditions. 
19/08544/FUL. 24 Fortunes Field, Broad Hinton. Two story front and rear extension above 
garage and in line with existing roof. No objections. Agreed by Wilts with conditions. 
19/08235/FUL. Bridleways, Winterbourne Bassett. Change of use from Bed and Breakfast to 
residential dwelling. No objections. Agreed by Wilts with conditions. 
 
6.  Highways & Maintenance 
JG reported on the following: 
a.  Tree at corner of Pitchens End and High Street.  Wiltshire Council will not prune or pollard it, 
but would be happy if we wish to do so.  This was seen as an anomaly as all the other Lime 
trees are pollarded.  JD agreed to take this up with Wiltshire and JG was tasked to liaise with 
her.  JG asked that a photo of the tree be forwarded to her and she would also ask Wiltshire for 
their reasoning in writing and copy to JD.       Action:  JG & JD 



b.  Closure of the A4361 in late November.  Notices informing residents of this had been placed 
on all the Notice Boards.  JG also noted he had yet to receive the report from Wiltshire on the 
Safety aspects of the A4361 which was due at the end of August.  AL reminded the meeting 
also of the closure of Post Office lane. 
c.  Pedestrian Crossing at Broad Hinton School.  JG had met with a concerned parent outside 
the School on Monday morning.  The parent was concerned for the safety of children crossing 
the busy road at the junction.  JG explained the rules governing any placement of a pedestrian 
crossing and also what would be needed before any possible decision would be made.  This 
would include as a minimum both a Metro Count and Safety Audit.  We would have to pay a 
share of this and it would have to go through CATG. 
The possibility of hiring a Lollipop Lady was discussed.  The School had considered this and 
had placed an advert in the local News.  But no takers had come forward. 
The Meeting concurred that the best way forward was for the School to approach Wiltshire 
Council.  Ruth Durrant of ‘Safer Journey to School’ would be the right person.  JD felt the 
Council might fund the issue of High Visibility vests for use by the children.  JD mentioned the 
Finlay Foundation that would give out free High Viz jackets to Primary School children.  After 
considerable discussion JG agreed to the following in conjunction with JD: 
 Get technical advice on this proposal. 

Talk to both the Parent and School 
 Recommend the School approach Wiltshire Council and Ruth Durrant in particular 
 Re-introduce the possibility of hiring a Lollipop Lady.  Action:  JD & JG 
The PC would take a facilitating role and support the School wherever possible.   
          Action:  All 
d.  Speed Indicator Devices.  This had been tried before – NFA 
 
7.  Emergency Planning 
JG lead on the following topics: 
a.  Water Level and Flooding.  JG handed out two graphs showing the water level in the 
Winterbourne during the month of October.  The graphs compared the last 4 years and readings 
had been taken at a station in Winterbourne Monkton.  The effects were dramatic, showing 
2019 as significantly higher water levels than any of the previous 4 years.  The possibility of 
flooding must be seen as significantly higher this year if the wet weather continues.  AL 
mentioned that all this would place extra strain on the drains. 
 
b.  Drains.  JG started by saying that there had been problems with drains ‘ponding’ in high 
levels of rain.  There were two in particular – one by the shop and the other over the road from 
The Crown.  He was able to report that the new Wiltshire drainage scheme seemed to be 
working well.  When he made contact, they responded in good time.  However there were a 
number of drains that were broken and needed replacing.  AL asked JG formally to report the 
broken drain opposite the Crown.      Action:  JG 
 
c.  Flooded Houses.  Following the flooding last year, a report was produced by Wiltshire 
Council, which was inadequate.  It mentioned the wrong number of houses affected and failed 
to mention two cars that had been written off.  JG met with James Horton the adjacent 
landowner and they visited the site together.  JG produced a map showing Manor Lane and 
Yew Tree Lane and explained how the water ran off the adjacent land, so flooding the houses.  
Part of the problem was a blocked drain, which if it had been working would have taken the 
water away from the house.  James Horton suggested the blocked drain be re-opened and 
made into an open drain, so increasing its capacity.  JG has written a report setting out what 
was discussed and asking James Horton to action.  So far no response has been received.  It 
was agreed that until a response was received, no further action could be taken. 



d.  Emergency Planning Meeting.  JG stated that currently the only subject he was covering in 
this area was flooding and an Emergency Planning Sub Committee covering all aspects was 
being formed.  Discussion turned to the equipment such as sand bags that George Horton was 
storing for the Council and AS agreed to take an action to discover what was stored and what 
condition it as in.        Action:  AS 
 
8.  IT Update 
RS reported that he planned to make one last check on Alison’s old email account, but that all of 
the new domain names and addresses were now in place.  PB was set up on the system with 
his own password. 
 
In regards to Web Sites and Notice Boards, all key information was being displayed there and 
the links with the Village Web Sites was secure.  In regards to the need for a Parish Council 
Social Media feed, it was uncertain if this is either needed or if it would be useful.  There was 
concern that it could lead to a plethora of questions to Councilors.  AL asked that all consider 
this and send their thoughts to RS.      Action:  All 
 
RS mentioned that he was still paying for the Ionos system by Direct Debit and this needed to 
be moved across.  In regards to GDPR, he also thought that a Data Audit was needed and both 
he and PB would be undertaking this.     Action:  RS & PB 
 
9.  Letter from Rt Hon Claire Perry MP 
AL stated that she had received a letter from the Rt Hon Claire Perry our MP, who was standing 
down as an MP at the forthcoming election, thanking the Parish Council for their hard work and 
explaining her future role in Government.  AL read the letter to the Meeting. The full letter is 
available to read from the Parish Clerk. 
 
10.  Electoral Boundary Review 
AL opened the discussion by stating we have received a decision from the Boundary 
Commission rejecting our appeal to stay within the Marlborough Area Board although we had 
complied with their requested 3 criteria. We proved 4500 years of historic connections to the 
Marlborough area and proposed new ward divisions to comply within .53% of the proposed 
ward electoral numbers, proving double counting in new housing numbers would then bring 
within the the required criteria. We had considerable support from residents and Wiltshire 
Councillors covering both Marlborough and Royal Wootton Bassett areas, yet it was still not 
considered. The appeal was not supported by the Wiltshire Council’s Boundary Review 
Committee and therefore not included in the recommendations to the Boundary Commission.  
 
AL stated that the final Boundary Commission review had not yet been presented to Parliament 
for consideration and as the review would affect electoral numbers in the constituencies of both 
the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition, with a looming election, it would be unlikely 
to be presented in the near future. If we accepted the decision and did nothing would then be 
forced to move our allegiance to a new area. 
 
AL asked JD what action we could now take to endeavor to manage a change of mind. JD 
suggested writing to the Leader of the Council and even our new MP but it was emphasized that 
our plight was a local government matter, not national government.  HW asked if the change 
could have any affect on us being able to obtain grants, if we were seen as an affluent area.  JD 
assured him that all requests for grants from Wiltshire Council were seen on a level playing 
field. 
 



AS felt that we should not expend too much time and effort on this subject. He felt it did not 
change our actual day to day business and in certain areas such as applying for grants. He did 
not think the change would markedly affect our ability to do our jobs.  AS wanted to thank both 
AL and JD for the large amount of work that they had undertaken on this matter. 
 
It was agreed that AL should write to the two Heads of areas and also put together a brief for 
residents explaining how these changes would affect us.   Action:  AL 
 
11 & 12.  Mental Health Campaign;  Carer’s Strategy 
AL went through two letters received from Wiltshire Council on the subject of Mental Health and 
Carers.  Both these were in support of a national campaign to highlight and assist in both areas.  
For Mental Health, it was ensuring that the right emphasis was being given to this problem.  For 
Carers the emphasis was on the plight of Young Carers and how better to support them.  AL felt 
that both campaigns required our full support and she asked that we do all we can to assist in 
this area, if the opportunity arose.  If anyone wanted more information on either of these 
subjects, they were asked to contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
13.  Winterbourne Bassett Village Green 
AS raised the subject of the WB Village Green – an area across the road from the Winterbourne 
Pub.  At present this was mowed and looked after by Martin Knight, who owned the property 
adjacent to the Green.  However, he was wishing to relinquish this task as with so many trees 
growing on it, looking after it was becoming problematic.  After discussion it was thought that 
one solution was for the WB Community to take on the task.  AS considered taking a straw poll 
within the village on their Facebook page to agree a way forward.  Action:  AS 
 
14.  Allocation of Responsibilities 
Councilors.  AL stated that she was advertising for another Councilor to fill the current vacancy.   
The Meeting hoped one could be found from Uffcott.  It was agreed that those who ran 
businesses in Uffcott might be considered. 
 
Issue Log.  RS raised the subject of the Issue Log, which had already been compiled by JG.  It 
possibly needed updating, but JG agreed to send it out.  It was thought that it could be a useful 
list for Actions in future Meetings.  AL agreed to liaise with JG on this subject.  Action JG 
(completed) 
 
Dogs.  HW updated the Meeting on the subject of out-of-control dogs in WB.  The family of the 
dog in question had been contacted and a CPR issued.  HW was looking into what powers the 
Council might have in the future if such a situation ever arose again.  As the family were leaving 
the area, this problem had resolved itself. 
 
15.  Any Other Business 
a.  Black & White Signposts.  CG asked if anyone knew of a carpenter who could repair or 
replace the black & white signpost in BH.  The name of Martin Upton from Broad Town was 
mentioned and AL knew of a company in Devon who could undertake this type of business. 
 
b.  Manor House Footpath.  RS mentioned to CG that Manor House footpath was still very 
overgrown.  CG agreed to look into this as well as the broken railing.  There was a contact in 
Wiltshire who would be able to help. 
 
c.  Environmental Issues.  RS raised this subject but it was agreed that it should really be the 
subject of another Meeting. 



 
d.  Allotment Fence.  JG mentioned that he had received a letter from an Allotment holder 
stating that because of the poor repair of the fence, produce was being stolen by badgers.  It 
was agreed that the fence was the responsibility of Robert Horton the landowner.  The last time 
the fence was repaired the cost was in the order of £700 for materials alone.  AL agreed to 
make contact with Robert Horton to agree a way forward.   Action:  AL 
 
e.  Earthline Issue.  HW raised the subject of the access to the site currently owned and run by 
Earthline in Uffcott.  Tenants were Network Rail (who were moving out) a farmer called Steve 
Benson, who had a storage facility and a warehouse (and who couldn’t care less).  Site is under 
auspices of Swindon, but entrances to Chisledon and Wroughton and Alexander Park have 
been closed off, so all traffic has to come through our area. 
 
A new unofficial road has been set up and tarmacked and this has been taken up by Parish 
Council, but with no results currently.  Solution has to be to make contact with Swindon Council 
and see if a resolution can be found.  Ask for the entrance into Alexander Park be re-opened. 
          Action:  HW 
 
f.  WB Bus Stop Panel.  AS stated that one of the glass panels in the bus stop on the main road 
had been smashed – most likely by a stone being thrown up.  As it was heavily used and 
exposed, it needed replacing as soon as possible.  AS asked that once an estimate had been 
received that as before the Council pay for a replacement.  This time the panel will be of 
toughened Perspex.  The Meeting agreed to this and AS was asked to liaise with PB.  
          Action:  AS & PB 
 
g.  Date of Next Meeting.  6 January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Broad Hinton Village Hall. 


