
BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
By Zoom Teleconferencing Facility, Monday 4 May 2020, 5.30pm 

 DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman) 
Present:  Cllr Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Howard Witt (HW 
   Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 
 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
Residents:  Mr James Keith 
   Mrs Marilyn Martin 
   Mr John Austin 
   Mr Dominic Heal    
 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and the meeting was declared quorate.  There were 
no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7 May 2019 
The Minutes of the 7 May 2019 Annual Meeting were approved and signed as a true copy by 
the Chairman.   
 
3.  Chairman’s Annual Report 
The Chairman’s annual summary of events during the period of the last year are as under: 
 
Covid-19 came upon us very quickly, shutting down industry and confining all of us, yet the 

Parish Council carried on with gusto. 

All Councillors including our Clerk stepped up to the plate being heavily involved on the front 

line and with support groups including keeping the Parish safe – Thank you all. 

We have been blessed with a new and very enthusiastic Clerk , Peter, who hit the ground 

running and apart from his whipping us all into shape with his efficiency, has also done an 

outstanding job with the support group. Thank you. 

During this situation the fight for our rights with the Earthline issues, continued effectively thanks 

to Howard, Jane and James. 

Throughout the year Jim has completed the Allotment account, quite a feat, reduced the rents 

by half and during this crisis he organised a social distancing system at the Allotments to keep 

all Allotment holders, many of which are vulnerable, safe. Together with Jane, he escalated our 

requests for safety improvements on the A4361 to the Priority list of CATG, something that often 

takes years to achieve. Thank you both. 

Throughout the year Candace, Adrian and Howard have continued to maintain our villages, 

against all odds. 



We were brought into the 21st Century with our IT and unlike Dawn French’s Vicar of Dibley’s, 

Parish Council, we are more than able to operate Zoom and Social media. Well done all. 

I’d like to thank Adrian and Peter for their ongoing support.  

And particularly Jane Davies our Wiltshire Councillor for her undying dedication to our cause.   

I must say you are all exceptionally talented people and we are very lucky to have you. 

4.  Finance Update 
The Clerk reported that owing to the lockdown brought about by the Covid-19 crisis, the internal 
audit of the 2019-20 draft accounts had not been completed.  Nevertheless, the Internal Auditor, 
Sandie Gould, had sent a statement to the effect that she could see nothing wrong with the 
Accounts.   
The Clerk confirmed the end of year reconciliation at  
31st March 2020 was as follows: 
Current Account    £267.54 
Deposit Account – General   £5,677.72 
Deposit Account – Allotments   £2,340.47 
Deposit Account – Defibrillator  £2,500.00 
Total Balance     £10,785.73 
 
Total Income: £7,330.38     Total Expenditure:  £5,555.78 
 
The Clerk pointed out that the perceived excess of Income over Expenditure was misleading, as 
it did not take into account the £1,500 that had been ring fenced for the replacement of 
Defibrillators.  The Councillors agreed that these figures should be used on the AGAR 
Certificate of Exemption and Accounting Statement. 
 
Allotments Accounts are held within the PC Accounts. 
Total Income: £440.00           Total Expenditure:  £392.74 
Carried forward balance on 1 April 2020:  £2,340.47 
Cllr Smith enquired about the monies being set aside for the Defibrillator replacement.  The 
Council had negotiated a special initial price for the leasing of the two Defibrillators in BH and 
WB which had been set up 2 years apart.  The units were both on a 4-year lease, and the cost 
of their replacement needed to be agreed with The SW Ambulance Service.  Cllr Smith agreed 
to speak to the Ambulance Service about the cost of replacement……Action:  AS 
 
Following the discussion, the Chairman signed off the Accounts. 
 
5.  Annual Governance Statement 
The Clerk presented the AGAR forms covering the Certificate of Exemption, Accounting 
Statement and Annual Governance Statement and took the Meeting through the figures.  It was 
acknowledged that the Audit had not been completed.  Nevertheless the documents were 
signed by the Chairman and Clerk as confirmation that the Parish Council confirms to the best 
of their knowledge and belief, that the Accounts have been prepared and managed effectively 
and in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 
 
There was discussion over the figure quoted for the Fixed Assets held by the Council.  The 
Clerk explained that this figure needed to be refined with the Insurance Company, once a total 
of assets had been agreed.  This included IT equipment, Bus Stops on the main road, as well as 
Notice Boards and the Defibrillator cabinets.  Cllr Smith agreed to assist the Clerk in this task. 



 
 
6.  Annual Planning Report 
The Chairman reported that it had been another busy year for planning and thanked the 
Councillors for their diligence and efficiency in dealing with the applications.  There had been 18 
applications – down from 26 last year.  Objections had been raised against 1 of these and 1 had 
been refused consent by WC.  We are awaiting a decision for 2 other applications and there 
was currently 1 on circulation.  
 
7.  Residents Time 
Allotment Fencing – Mrs Marilyn Martin.  Mrs Martin asked if any progress had been made with 
the land owner over replacing the current allotment fence.  The Chairman stated that she had 
asked for a meeting with the landowner and would follow this up. 
It was suggested that in the short term, Allotment finances be used to effect repairs and Cllr 
Gunter explained that he already had new posts on site.  But it was agreed that in the long term 
the fence would need replacing totally. 
 
BH Village Hall Notice Board – Mrs Marilyn Martin.  Mrs Martin explained that the Notice Board 
at the front of the BH Village Hall had lost one door and this needed fixing.  However, she also 
stated that the small garden in which the Notice Board was placed was shortly to be removed 
and the area up to the wall tarmacked.  The aim was to provide extra parking for the Village 
Hall.  So, the Notice Board would need to be re-located anyway. 
The Meeting discussed the need for this Notice Board, when there were already three others on 
BH.  It was agreed that this Notice Board should not be replaced, but held in reserve, should it 
ever be needed elsewhere. 
 
Mr Keith Baldwin had written in with a number of points he wished to be discussed.  These are 
set out below: 
 
The Need for Mobile Speed Cameras on the A4361.  Mr Baldwin had asked if mobile speed 
cameras could be deployed on the A4361 to counter the increase in speed.  The Parish Council 
is already addressing issues of safety and the Meeting acknowledged that this would need to be 
raised again at the next Community Area Transport Group (CATG) Meeting, but the number of 
mobile cameras within Wiltshire was very limited.  It was also agreed that this subject should be 
raised with Councillor Wayman (The Cabinet Member for Wiltshire Highways) at the forthcoming 
meeting. 
 
Replacement of the Summers Road Sign.  Mr Baldwin had asked if the sign for Summers Road 
could be replaced.  The Meeting heard that Wiltshire Council had been approached on this 
subject, but had stated that there were no funds for this and the replacement would not happen.  
The Council agreed to look into a possible solution. 
 
Unblocking of Road Gulleys.  Mr Baldwin had asked about the unblocking of gulleys during 
winter.  The Council had already addressed this issue and further support from the residents is 
recommended. The Meeting was informed that Wiltshire Council had a page on their website 
where this could be requested by any member of the public.  Wiltshire were very good at 
reacting to this type of request. 
 
Parking out side the former BH Village Shop.  The Meeting was informed that there was no legal 
reason why the current parking arrangement should be altered.  There were no parking 



restrictions nor was there a Health and Safety risk.  Parking in front of the shop is legal and 
allowed. 
 
Keeping Footpaths open and available for disabled access.  Mr Baldwin had asked that the 
Footpaths in BH be kept suitable for disabled access and for pushchairs.  The Meeting was 
uncertain exactly what was meant by this request.  The tarmacked footpaths within the village 
were already fixed, suitable and could not be altered.  Those in the countryside around the 
village were the responsibility of the land owners.   
 
8.  Date of the Next Annual Parish Meeting 
It was agreed that the next Annual Parish Meeting should take place on Monday 10 May 2021. 
 
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 6.20pm. 
 


