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BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
By Zoom Teleconferencing Facility, Monday 4 May 2020, 6.00pm 
MINUTES 
 
 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman) 
Present:  Cllr Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Howard Witt (HW 
   Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 

Jane Davies (JD) (Wiltshire Council) 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
In Attendance: James Keith (JK) 
   Dominic Heal 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and the meeting was declared quorate.  There were 
no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Monday 2 March 2020 and Extraordinary Meeting 
held on 7 April 2020 
The Minutes of the 2 March 2020 meeting were approved and signed as a true copy by the 
Chairman.  Also, the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 7 April 2020 to discuss the 
Council’s handling and reaction to the ongoing Covid-19 crisis were also approved and signed as 
a true copy. 
 
3.  Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Cllr LaRoche offered her services for another term as Chairman.  This was unanimously 
approved.  Proposed by Cllr Smith and Seconded by Cllr Gaisford. 
 
Cllr Smith offered his services for another term as Vice Chairman.  This was unanimously 
approved.  Proposed by Cllr Gunter and Seconded by Cllr Witt. 
 
4.  Co-option of James Keith as Councillor 
The Chairman stated that due to our present situation, the Parish Council co-opted James Keith 
unanimously, by email onto the Council and it was agreed to confirm and minute this. Because 
of the current lockdown situation, the necessary paperwork could not be completed, but would 
have to take place once the situation eased.  James Keith confirmed that under these 
circumstances, it should be recorded that he had verbally signed the necessary documents.  
 
5.  Matters Arising 
The Chairman recommended that the discussion on the letter to Councillor Wayman concerning 
the A 4361 study be discussed and the way forward agreed under Highways and Maintenance. 
 
6.  Finance Update 
PC Bank Account Balances as at 1 May 2020 
Treasurers account: £181.68      
Business Bank Account: £17,018.64    
Allotment Account balance: £2,330.44   
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Payments over £100 since last meeting:  
MS & RJ Windel - £186.00 for Verge Cutting in WB during the summer 
Clerk’s March Salary - £250.00 
Clerk’s April Salary - £250.00 
 
PB also reported that the 2020/21 Precept totalling £6,693.17 had been paid into the Bank 
Account.  The sum of £6,500.00 had been transferred to the Deposit Account 
 
7.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of the planning applications that had been received and the 
decisions made since the last meeting. These are given below: 
 
19/05897/FUL and 19/06110/LBC. Whyr Farm, Winterbourne Bassett.  Full Planning 
Application and Listed Building consent for proposed conversion of existing dovecote to form a 
multi-use commercial and educational facility.  No objections.  Still awaiting Wilts.  As this is a 
Grade 2 Listed building, the application is now awaiting approval of changes requested by the 
Conservation Officer. 
 
20/00673/FUL  Homefields, Dunsford Farm, Uffcott.    
Full Planning Application for the proposed erection of a new cattle barn. No objection. Agreed by 
Wilts.   
 
20/00465/FUL  St Peter’s and St Katherine’s Church, Winterbourne Bassett    
Full Planning Application for the proposed erection of a purpose built shed to house a WC in the 
car park. No objection. Agreed by Wilts.  
 
20/00860/FUL  The Winterbourne, Winterbourne Bassett.    
Full Planning Application for a proposed new entrance porch to public house to provide disabled 
access. No objection. Agreed by Wilts. 
 
20/00900/FUL  Uffcott Farm, Windmill Stud, Uffcott.    
Full Planning Application for a proposed garage with room above for storage and self-contained 
home office. Agreed by Wilts with conditions. No external lighting shall be installed on site until 
plans showing the type of light appliance, the height and position of fitting, illumination levels and 
light spillage in accordance with the appropriate Environmental Zone standards. 
REASON: In the interests of the amenities of nearby residential properties and to minimise 
unnecessary light spillage above and outside the development site in the interests of maintaining 
the dark skies of the AONB. 
 
20/02442/FUL The Ark, Uffcott. 
Full Planning Application for a proposed garage with a mezzanine level and storeroom above the 
garages. Resubmission of application ref: 16/11342/FUL - amendments to garage building. On 
circulation.  
 
20/03063/FUL 32 Fortunes Field, Broad Hinton. 
Full Planning Application for a single storey rear extension. On circulation. 
 
8.  Highways & Maintenance 
A4361.  The Chairman stated that she expected considerable discussion on this subject and the 
Meeting needed to agree two things.  These were: 
a)  Whether a meeting with Councillor Wayman should be pursued. 
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b)  Whether the outstanding Invoice from Wiltshire Council should be paid now or at a later date. 
 
In discussion the following points were made: 

• All agreed that the response from Councillor Wayman to the letter written by AS did not 
provide the clarification and the resolution that was needed. 

• The assertion that the study had been limited to speed only was wrong.  JG pointed to the 
Minutes of the corresponding CATG Meeting which showed that much more was needed 
and had been requested.  The study had not answered the questions posed by CATG and 
that further work was needed to answer all of the outstanding questions. 

• HW felt very strongly that it would be wrong for the Council to pay for work that had clearly 
not addressed the problems posed by CATG. 

• It was therefore felt that a face to face meeting with Councillor Wayman to clarify the way 
forward was essential.  Payment of the outstanding Invoice should be withheld until after 
this meeting. 

• JD pointed out that if the Invoice was not paid the funds would be taken from the CATG 
budget.  Non-payment would only serve to irritate Wiltshire Council. 

• AS also stated, that he did not wish this Parish Council to get a name for being awkward 
but must get value for money when spending PC resources. 

• It was also pointed out that in the scheme of things this had not been an expensive study.  
JD mentioned another ongoing study being undertaken by Atkins that was running into 
the thousands of pounds of costs. 

The Chairman drew the discussion to a close by recommending the following course of action: 

• A letter should be written to Councillor Wayman requesting a Meeting as soon as the 
situation allowed.  AS was asked to draft this letter…………………Action:  AS 

• The letter should recommend a further study and if this Council were to be asked to 
contribute, then we should see the Terms of Reference beforehand.  It was also 
considered that if appropriate the subject of Earthline should be raised at the meeting with 
Councillor Wayman. 

• Payment of the outstanding Invoice should be withheld until after the Meeting with 
Councillor Wayman.  PB was tasked to inform Wiltshire of this decision. 
……………………………………………………………………………..Action:  PB 

The Meeting agreed to this course of action. 
 
Uffcott and Earthline.  JD, HW and JK provided an update on progress to mitigate the effects of 
Earthline Ltd’s presence on Wroughton Airfield and outlined next actions: 
Progress 

• Planning objections and comments have been submitted to Swindon Borough Council 
(SBC) in respect of the two retrospective planning applications. A decision by SBC on 
whether or not to grant planning permission is expected in June. 

• Complaints have been lodged with SBC Planning Enforcement stating that Earthline have 
been carrying out development works which exceed the scope of the two retrospective 
planning applications.   

• A private complaint has been submitted to the Traffic Commissioners in respect of the 
granting of the Operator’s License for the site. 

• Wiltshire Council is examining the efficacy of placing restrictions on the use of byway 
BHIN18 by HGV’s in order to protect other vulnerable users, and of opening up the 
possibility of re-greening the path. 

• Legal Counsel’s advice has been sought in respect of the right of the landowners of the 
land, over which the byway passes, to remove the metalling to the byway, and the advice 
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has been positive. Legal Council has also commented on the legal ability 
of Wiltshire Council to place restrictions on the byway. 

Following discussion, the Meeting agreed the following actions: 

• The Parish Council to continue to write to both Swindon Borough Council and Wiltshire 
Council Councillors on the matter of Planning Permission…………...Action:  JK 

• The Parish Council to write to the Traffic Commissioners asking for a review, earlier than 
in 4 years’ time, of the Operator’s License and to ask what due diligence they undertook 
prior to granting the license………………………………………………Action:  JK 

• A further meeting, as soon as possible, is to be sought between the Parish Council, the 
community and The Science Museum………………………………....Action:  JD 

• Wiltshire Council to reach a conclusion, as soon as possible, on a plan to place HGV 
restrictions on the byway…………………………………………………Action:  JD 

  
9.  Footpaths and Maintenance 
Handrail by BH Manor House.  CG updated the Meeting on the situation.  Firstly, she had heard 
from Wiltshire Council, who stated that they could not be involved as the fence was on private 
land.  CG had messaged James Horton but had received no reply.  Secondly, the man provided 
by PB who might possibly be able to fix the fence had inspected the site.  But because the posts 
were concreted into the verge, replacing the horizontal pole would not be an easy job. 
 
The Chairman asked CG to send to her copies all of the correspondence she had with Wiltshire 
Council and James Horton.  AS felt that this now did need a formal approach and the Chairman 
agreed to contact Robert Horton personally to go over this and other points. 
……………………………………………………………………………………...Action:  AL 
 
Fly Tipping.  CG reported that over this period when the Recycling Centres were closed, Wiltshire 
had experienced a 30% increase in fly tipping.  The problems on Vize Lane all occurred at night, 
but once the Covid-19 crisis was over, CG would be meeting with the Environmental Officer Peter 
White from Wiltshire Council.  The aim was to set up cameras and hopefully record any instances.  
CG wanted to thank publicly Peter White who was being very proactive in this whole area. 
 
HW suggested the Council invest in number plate recognition signs as in other areas this had had 
the effect of scaring off fly tippers.  It was thought we might need a Magistrate’s permission to do 
this. 
 
10.  Emergency Planning 
Covid-19.  The Chairman updated the Meeting on the efforts being undertaken within the 
Villages to ensure vulnerable people were being looked after during the current period of 
lockdown.  The Council was working closely with the Village Support Group, currently all was 
going smoothly and the constant communications of the availability of help and supportive 
information has been well received by residents in the Parish. 
 As part of the overall plan the Council was holding a master statistics document based on the 
Electoral Roll, so that in emergencies help could be given at short notice.  The efficiency of the 
system set up was recognised by Wiltshire Council, as PB had been contacted by people as far 
afield as Northampton asking for assistance for relatives who lived in the area.  This had all 
been handled without any difficulty. The procedures and statistics as result of outcome of the 
epidemic will be used as part of our Emergency Plan. 
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11.  Issues and Action Log 
The Chairman felt that with all that was going on, it was not necessary to go through all of the 
outstanding issues.  Nevertheless, she asked that all keep in mind the outstanding issues and 
clear them as quickly as possible. 
 
12.  Possible 2-Year Activity Cycle 
As with the Issues Log, it was felt that the time was not right to go into any detail here, but once 
life returned to some form of normality, this subject would need to be invigorated. 
 
13.  Parish Councillor Recruitment 
The Chairman stated that the addition of James Keith to the Council was an excellent start.  
Nevertheless, this item should remain on the Agenda.  We would particularly welcome younger 
members of the community who have the necessary IT & Social Media skills.  PB was tasked to 
keep this item on all the Social Media outlets………………………………….Action:  PB 
 
14.  WB Village Green 
AS reported that he had received quotes from 3 tree surgeons, but with spring now well advanced 
the time for pruning was probably not right.  At the moment the area looked well-tended, but we 
did need to concentrate on getting some form of resolution here.  PB introduced two documents 
he had discovered on the Land Registry web site, but he was uncertain if these would be exactly 
what was needed.  Regretfully his approach to the Clerk of Fyfield and West Overton Council who 
had undertaken just the same exercise had not elicited any response.  The Meeting asked AS 
and PB to continue working this initiative……………………………………..Action:  AS & PB   
 
15.  Allotment Update 
JG reported that currently all was going well with the Allotments. The system of holders booking 
slots to ensure social distancing was adhered to, was working well.  The rents for this coming 
year had been reduced in accordance with the decision of the last Council Meeting. 
 
16. Open Space Survey 
The response to the paperwork sent out by Wiltshire Council had not been overwhelming, but PB 
had responses from AS and JG.  He would send off the results to Wiltshire Council. 
          Action: PB 
 
17.  Any Other Business 
a.  A Vote of Thanks.  The Council wished a vote of thanks to be made publicly to Kate Marshall 
for her assistance in putting the many notices and letter onto the various Social Media platforms.   
 
b.  Dates of Meetings in 2020/21.  The following dates were agreed for future Meetings.  On the 
assumption the world had returned to some form of normality by then, all future Meetings would 
take place in the Broad Hinton Village Hall starting at 7pm.  Dates agreed were: 
 
6 July 20;  7 September 20;  2 November 20;  4 January 21;  1 March 21. 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 7.30pm 


